


Here we go again....stand by your beds for the latest exciting edition of TKT on tour!
The latest in the series of NatSKA meetings took place on Saturday 12th May (what happened to March and April – the time is going so fast?!) at the Lincolnshire Kart Racing Club circuit, Fulbeck. At the club meeting on Wednesday, Team Leader Tricky decided not to mention the weather (because the forecast was SOOOOO terrible – but what would we get this time?)
...well to start with everything looked like it would be ok – the sun was shining, and the sky was blue (even if it was a bit windy – and no that isn’t a comment on what had been eaten for dinner on Friday!) – what more could a kart driver wish for?
Before we get in to the report – I thought that you might like to know that the pictures contained within it WERE NOT taken by Simon Heath (semi-pro!) – but by ourselves – obviously ace 
photography isn’t in the genes..... see below!
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COULD THIS BE WILL REDMAN? (see Class 7 item below!)
Novices – Super improvers!
This week we had three true novices out on the circuit – Shannon Howes, Jack “Flipper” Lister (see GYG race report if you don’t know how he got the nickname!), and debutant Kevin Tanswell.  We also had two “Back of Gridders” – Henry Kirby in the Rakets and Jonathan Molyneux in Class 11.
First to Shannon – and what a fantastic day she had.... Shannon is obviously watching Demon Daz (her qualified driver) very closely and learning very quickly too! During the day, Shannon improved her lap times around the course by an amazing 20 seconds over the course of the four heats – absolutely fantastic driving!!!
Jack had another good day – constantly improving his driving and being consistent too! (Oh and he had the added bonus of the world staying the right way up this week!)

Kevin Tanswell had an exciting first day – and he was also learning from his qualified driver Bethan (we need to say at this point, very well done to Bethan’s stand-in mechanic, Angela!!! – apparently Mark had to stay at home due to a very bad hamstring pull – not good for an ace athlete – hope its better soon!). The first novice heat had the dubious pleasure of a red flag and an ambulance – so it was definitely a baptism of fire for Kevin!!!!

Well done to all three of our novice drivers – but particularly to SHANNON – who went home with the MOST IMPROVED NOVICE OF THE DAY trophy – FANTASTIC – you guys had better watch out the girls are on the up!

Class 7

It was another interesting day for the TKT class 7 contingent – with what can only be described as “mixed fortunes”.

First, the hard luck stories......

“Lightning” Luke McLaughlin had a thunder storm of a day – two chain replacements and some technical adjustments were required – but Luke was still smiling!

Richard Pover was asked how he had got on in his first heat and replied “what heat” – apparently Mr Pover (David) was not perhaps the most impressed at missing the start after having got up at 4.30 am
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SHANNON HOWES – STAR OF TOMORROW?
 (ouch)  - and then to add insult to injury Richard had a technical flag in the next heat after “losing” his Nassau panel – not quite sure what happened there – but it looked nasty...

The Dobson’s had another unlucky day at the circuit – I saw Harry sitting at the side of the track with Oliver Bruce after an incident at the first chicane in the third (?) heat – my roving reported Harry H, tells me that you were driving really well all day too – better luck next time....

James Winterbourne had a “mare” of a start to the day – after some confusion about the clerk of the course’s instructions about when the cut-through for the rolling lap would be in operation. Unfortunately, there was a slight difference in interpretation, which resulted in James turning right (unfortunately Will Redman didn’t) – both karts then looked decidedly second hand – with James needing a track rod and a stub axle straightening, and Will having to sort out an axle that was banana shaped.....as I said to Kieran, things can only get better after a start like that (more of that later!) Will would like to say thank you to James Warner for the loan of kart 21 (for emergency practice purposes).
...and so to those upon whom the sun shined...

Making his debut – and voted “DRIVER OF THE DAY” was CALUM MURIE – from the back of the TKM grid, and with some excellent driving, Calum finished in 12th place overall (and every one of his heats resulted in a top 10 finish). I think you will all agree that that is pretty impressive driving! Very well done...

In this class, and on this day TKT stole the show – finishing with eight out of the top 10 finishers overall – AND we bagged the top 3 places....

George Kirby was very close to claiming his first TKM heat win – only being pipped at the post by the overall winner – hard luck on that race George – but the future is definitely looking bright (10th overall).....

James Warner had some issues with axles himself – and dad Chris can surely take the title for the fastest rear axle  change (between the end of emergency practice and the third heat) – now that’s impressive! The Warners also had an early dart for home – apparently James wanted to watch the Eurovision Song Contest! (so he’s the secret Scooch fan!) (9th overall)
Making his competitors shield their eyes from the glare of his fresh from America replacement helmet  - was “Samson” (see Camberley race report for explanation!) Adam Sirett – an impressive series of drives with a pinnacle on the day of fourth  gave Adam 8th place overall.
In spite of the chatting session at the first chicane, Oliver Bruce claimed 7th place at the end of the day – which makes you wonder about the “if onlies”. Well done Oliver – the other results must have been pretty good too!
So, in true “Pick of the Pops” stylie – who made it to the top of the pile for this week in May?

Well, first off we have Chris Percival, who claimed another heat win on his way to 5th place (see pic below for the battle between Chris and Tom Oliphant).
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Next up we have Tom Oliphant – now in his case, he didn’t have a helmet flown in from America – he had his Dad!  Well – Tom’s way of welcoming Paul home was to take a heat win on his way to claiming 3rd place.
Also claiming a heat win, on his way to 2nd place was Rob Wallace – the only trauma that Rob had on the day was whether or not he would get to Fulbeck on time – after a blow out on the trailer on the A50, resulting in a desperate telephone call to Green Flag to get their help (in a hurry) – apparently Rob was desperately applying WD40 to his nuts in an attempt to free the wheel!
[image: image4.jpg]



...And so to the top step of the podium (if we had one that is!) .....after all the incidents of the early part of the day, Will Redman put together the most consistent series of results including yet another heat win for TKT (claiming 1st place on count back – it really was that close at the top) – I must confess, I didn’t see the Redman’s to talk to after my throw away “things can only get better” – but obviously they really did!  Very well done – I can’t remember for sure, but I have a feeling that that was the first time Will has taken an overall 1st in the TKM (?) (Very sorry – but Will was obviously going too quick for me to get a picture – see above!)
Class 8

In the absence of the Booker boys and Stephen Wood – there were no class 8 entries today!
Class 11

We had four entries in Class 11 today – the usual three amigos of Chris Pover, Simon Wallace and George Heath being joined by Jonathan Molyneux. As with Class 11, it was a “funny old day” – and the weather played its part too in the final heat!

The individual heat results show that we had two very consistent drivers (Chris and Jonathan), and two who had ups and downs....
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...at the end of the day our man “Stub” had claimed his 2nd trophy from as many outings, and a heat win and a 2nd on his way to 3rd place overall (they were the ups of his day – he also had four cars pile into the back of him after a spinner in front of him resulted in sharp depression of the brake pedal.....I’ve never seen a kart with tyre marks on the top of the engine before....!)
Class 11 debutant Jonathan had a fantastic day and drove particularly well – consistent results from the back of the grid (6,3,5,6) gave him a magnificent 4th place overall – our chaps in this class are showing the others the way...and things are certainly looking promising here!!!!

Chris put together a steady set of races and completed the day in 6th place.

Simon had a heat win in the second heat of the day – but unfortunately he had a couple of DNFs to go with the heat win – resulting in 9th place overall.

Class 12

Only one TKT entry in this class today – but what an entry.....

Demon Dazzler McLaughlin had a storming day – pulling off a heat win in the last heat of the day to add to his other pretty good results – Daz’s worst result of the day was 6th place in heat 2 – I can think of about 30 drivers who would happily accept a series of results like that!!!
...oh and the team would definitely like it if each kart could return 2 trophies at a meeting!!!!

Class 14

A smaller than usual Raket entry from TKT had a detrimental effect on the Class 14 grid...but

...top of the TKT tree this week was Ben McLoughlin (3rd place) – its a rollercoaster with Ben and that’s for sure.... two weeks ago at GYG he was 8th, the week before that it was a win (what will happen next?)  but life is surely interesting in Tarporley when Ben is on track!
Behind Ben we had some other good results – Oliver Jackson, Bethan Rainford, and Florrie Kirby taking 5th, 6th, and 7th respectively.
Oliver has asked me to make a special mention and pass on his thanks to Josh Woodward (and presumably Ian too!) for lending him his Raket engine – Cheers mate!

From the back of the grid, Henry Kirby had a good day – he has now completed his class 14 “probation” – and so presumably will be in the grid proper when next we meet !
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HENRY KIRBY – ANOTHER STAR OF TOMORROW?

Nicki Murie returned to her Raket this week – and yes it was another one of those days for her – this time Nicki had brake traumas...

Class 15

As reported earlier, the Woods were not out to play this weekend, so there was no Matt to watch in the Rotaxes – and no school kart entry either!

Overall

What can we say? It was a pretty good day in the racing stakes for the team.....and so in homage to Tina Wood.....
	Class
	Entries
	Trophies
	Hit rate

	7
	17
	6
	35%

	11
	4
	2
	50%

	12
	1
	1
	100%

	14
	6
	1
	17%


Looks like the Rakets have got some catching up to do!.....
.......I suppose that we had better complete the photo collection... here are some of the TKT trophy winners....
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......and even Team Leader Tricky has a cup of his own!!!!!

Where to next?

Dear Kart Doctor.....

.....my team mate has a pesky dog and at the end of the day he jumped up against my car (to say goodbye you understand) and now I have some “beautiful” claw / paw prints in the paintwork of my Volvo....do you know of a good cure?

Kart Doctor says....

...I think that what you really need is a 12 bore shotgun! That should sort the blighter out.....

...no really where to next.....

Well after such a good day, it is good to report that the MOD hadn’t left any spare “booby traps” for us to deal with – and we all had pretty good days really. 
So we hope to see you all in the shadow of the Sainsbury’s distribution centre, alongside the canal at Rye House, Hoddesdon, Hertfordshire on Saturday 26th May.
For now, thank you for reading.....hope you enjoyed it!
Till then take care and be ready for the scrutineer!

This week’s edition was written by Christine (“I’m a Celebrity Get me Out of Here!”) and Neil (Disgraced MP for Tatton) Hamilton
(perhaps we are related to Lewis!!!!)

Lotus Lane and Not Quite Superman have left the country for a SAGA holiday....

Have a good couple of weeks until we meet again...
TARPORLEY
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TKT DRIVERS “FLY THE FLAG” AT FULBECK








