Saturday / Sunday 21st and 22nd April 2007 – Rowrah Race Track, Cumbria

Extras from Lord of the Rings? / Gorillas in the Mist?

Tarporley Karting Team beat the weather to be Trophy Winners again….

The 4th meeting of the NatSKA calendar year took place on Saturday / Sunday 21st/ 22nd April at the Rowrah Race Track, Cumbria. Although the entry was up compared to Camberley, we were still short of the numbers the World’s Largest Karting Team can muster! Once again, it was quality not quantity though and the team brought home trophies in four of the six classes. 

At the (premature) end of racing the results were almost as unpredictable as the weather! And I’m sure that some families went home with sunny, smiles, while others had more cloud and rain on junior faces.

Team Leader Tricky Percy had promised sunshine – and on Friday evening when we arrived the weather was certainly living up to his promises? …at that point all looked good! 

….but could it maintain Richard’s promise (and for those of you who don’t know, he did hedge his bets slightly by taking his watersports lifejacket with him!)

Saturday dawned, and all was set fair (if a little windy), overnight into Sunday was a very different story – suffice to say, I am going to have to put our tent up again this week to dry out….and that is just the inside….when Paul, Monty and I woke up on Sunday morning we had a good four inches of water lying in the bottom of the tent (fortunately, we had pitched it on a slight incline which meant that we hadn’t needed Richard’s lifejacket – but I think if it had rained much more, it would have been close!).

At this point, I’m going to break with the normal format of the race reports to say that NEARLY ALL of our Tarporley Ladies were in attendance at Rowrah – and because they don’t often get a mention I’m going to say well done to them all now!

· Novice  - Shannon Howes

· Class 7  - Rheannon Rainford

· Class 14 -  Bethan Rainford

· Class 14 – Nicky Murie

· Class 14 – Florrie Kirby

· And for old time sake, Nicki Percival came to show support and help with lap scoring!

· Hopefully, we will also see Alex Rollinger at GYG.

Novices – we had two halves and one whole novice at this meeting, with Shannon and Jack Lister both driving on Saturday, and Henry Kirby completing both action packed days. Some really excellent driving by all three. Clerk of the Course, Pip, tested them out thoroughly by throwing a red flag in one round and then asking them to complete a rolling lap!

…The weather set its own challenges for Henry on the Sunday…

Class 7

I have to confess that just the thought of the Class 7s, 8s and 15s going in to the first chicane gives me goosebumps – so when you add variable weather conditions into the mix….aaarrgh!

Class 7 was as unpredictable as usual……this time TKT fielded ten of the 19 strong field, and as usual we put up a pretty good show! Top of the pile once again was Sat Nav Tom Oliphant (does that make up a little for the second place at Camberley?) – and that after him telling me at the end of racing on Saturday that he had had a bad day! (I wish I could have a few bad days that finish with results like that!). I’m sure that Tom would like to say thankyou to Paul Booker for helping him out in the spanner department in the absence of dad Paul (who went to support Tom’s brother Jack in a Cub football match) – Paul I can promise that you missed a great weekend (sorry) including Mrs Booker at the father’s ruin, ..perhaps more on the adult  gossip later!

Jack Roberts had another great weekend with some fantastic (and consistent) drives – if you can keep a clear head while those around you descend into (red?) mist, then that has to help in the hunt for prizes in Class 7. The end result for Jack was 2nd place overall – brilliant!

Narrowly missing out on completing a clean sweep of the top three places was Josh McLoughlin who came in in fourth place, closely followed by Birthday Boy George Kirby (unlucky for George on the Saturday afternoon heat, he was “nerfed” up the back resulting in a spin that set him back four or five places – without that, these two results just might have been reversed….

….and so to HEARTBREAK OF THE WEEKEND….Chris Percival’s final score put him in 6th place overall….but for the weather it could have been such a different story….the word on the street (courtesy of lapscorer Nicki) is that Chris would only have had to finish the fourth heat (from a good grid) to come home with a trophy…..but unfortunately the hand of fate made a big sweep across the sky, resulting in much fog causing the Clerk of the Course to call a premature end to racing at the end of heat 3, with all scores to count.

…and what about our other members of the secret seven class? (so called because it’s a secret why they want to compete with this kamikaze bunch!)

Well, Luke McLaughlin was the next TKT driver home, in equal 7th. This was the conclusion of a fairly mixed weekend for Luke, with an unlucky 2nd heat seeing his chain come off, and then a fantastic drive in the 3rd heat in the wet taking 2nd place.

From my own observations, Adam Sirett deserves a prize for persistence in refusing to give up on a kart that was, shall we say, slightly off the racing line – end result of this little “incident” was that he got the kart back racing and ended up in 9th place overall…. Oh, and Adam, don’t give up the karting – the Simon Cowell in me doesn’t think that you have the X Factor when it comes to singing! 

EEEK moment of the day was again between the two Pauls (Tall and Small) who were watching the Saturday afternoon heat of the TKMs from the safety of the little green hut at the top of the bank. Adam and Axle were once again in close quarters to one another, and the dads put on an action replay from Camberley both willing their respective boys to “STAY AWAY” from their team mate! ….and then out came the blue flags at the chicane at the bottom end of the circuit (this will be known from now one as a 3M – Marshal Muppet Moment!). Adam slows down thinking a faster kart is coming up from behind, Axle nips past on the outside, and then realising his mistake lets Adam back through – all this in the space of about 30metres! But the body language from the dads (and the sighs of relief after the race was over) is most amusing! If you get a chance to watch them at GYG they certainly make a good double act!

In equal 10th place overall was James Winterbourne who had a very consistent series of drives, and a few battles along the way.

As for Axle, he was equal with Mr Winterbourne and I am reliably informed by Mr Heath senior that in the third heat, he was whacked up the backside and knocked off, apart from that he had “quite a good weekend” H’s words not mine – so I’m translating that teen speak into positives!

Rheannon R and Tom Walsh complete the TKT contingent finishing in 15th and 16th places respectively.

Class 8

Three Tarporley drivers graced the class 8 field this weekend and between these three you have my “DRIVER OF THE DAY / WEEKEND” and my “HERO OF THE DAY”.   

This weekend the smiles were with Mike Booker, he was the only TKT driver to claim top spot in any class…oh and here comes the reason why he is my driver of the day ….. on the slowing down lap at the conclusion of the third class 8 heat he spotted me on the circuit and gave me a great big wave and a huge grin (yes I know its easier to smile when you have just won a heat – but still) – I apologise if that’s embarrassing Mike -  but thanks for the wave!

Close behind on that occasion, but let down by a DNF in one of his heats was brother Pete (he also waved – but not with quite the same gusto!). When all three heats are counting it is difficult to make up for a nonfinish. 

Completing our TKT trio was Steven Wood who was let down by a disappointing couple of results. After being nudged off in heat 1, Steven was sitting at the side of TKT MP3 (that’s Marshall Post, not the musical gadget) with five other drivers. Chief Marshall Mark Whitefoot needed a hand to manoeuvre a few karts out of danger. All the other drivers stay where they are (even though they are their karts) but not our Steven. He went and lent a hand which meant that racing could recommence – this to me shows true TKT spirit….always helping others when you can….so this makes him my “HERO OF THE DAY”.

Class 11

The team had two drivers in class 11, Chris Pover and Speedy Stub! And there was some very close racing between the two….nip and tuck probably sums it up fairly – and I’m sure that battle will recommence next week at GYG – but for this week, Chris had the upper hand, finally finishing up in third place overall. Excellent driving, Chris!

Stub has asked me to place an advert for a new mechanic in the race report….for the second meeting running his “spanner” has let him down – last time it was the throttle sticking on, this time he went round the Mcrae’s Hairpin (that’s the first one!) and parted company with his front wheel…. – so if there are any other dad’s out there who have the capacity to look after a class 11 driver, then please apply direct to Stubbles – those who are not able to attach wheels properly need not apply!  - just for the record, George’s score at the end of three heats put him in fifth place overall.

Hopefully the team’s other class 11 driver, Simon Wallace can complete the trio next week at GYG.

Class 12

TKT had three entries in Class 12 this weekend (which later became four!) – Daz McLaughlin, Ross Haydock and Isaac McClellan….and there was some very close racing too! 

We saw a return to form of “The Demon” Daz , who was unlucky to have a spin in the first heat – but after that The Demon put together a storming drive to get back towards the front and ultimately claimed second place overall.

Ross Haydock put together another consistent series of races to claim 3rd place – and this in spite of forgetting his racing boots. To take one of the top three spots when your feet are squashed together in to walking boots that were about three sizes too small is no mean feat (or perhaps that should be feet)! Hopefully Ross’ feet will be back to normal size by the time we go to GYG next week!

Isaac had a good weekend taking 7th place overall – well done!

….and to complete the TKT quartet, we had a late entry in Stub’s kart….Nicki Murie.

Following a disastrous run in her Raket in the practice sessions (not even getting as far as Marshall Post 9 on one occasion) Nicki even had a stint in Jacob McClellan’s kart to try to get the obligatory three laps in! Following a nonfinish in the first heat (and a partially seized engine), Nicki asked “The Stub” (and then checked with his dad, “The Stig”) if he would mind going halves on a four stroke. Special clearance was obtained from Natska – and away she went…..The final results table will show that Nicki took 8th place overall – and that was with both of her starts from the back of the grid and a DNS score to count from the first heat…..just imagine what she could have done! – perhaps the four strokes are calling you Nicki….sack the Raket!

Class 14

The Raket grid saw 9 TKT entries from the total of 15…. and it was as exciting as ever…!

Ben McLoughlin has obviously been listening intently to dad John and stormed away with the first heat…..and at the end of the three counting heats took 2nd place overall.

Close behind Ben, and with big thanks to his mechanic / Dad, Ian (who seemed to be mechanicking for quite a few people over the weekend!) was Josh Woodward, who put some storming races together….its getting very close between the TKT Rakets.

“More than Lucky” moment of the day definitely goes to Oli Jackson, whose spark plug came off literally yards from the chequered flag at the end of one heat. Fortunately Oli managed to cross the line, and only actually lost one place….but when the final scores were totted up, this lack of spark did result in Oli losing out on a trophy (but I don’t think he minds too much, although he would have been happy to share fourth with Josh!)

Without doubt the toughest driver to overtake in battle is Florrie Kirby – and this she proved once again on Saturday, keeping eventual winner Harry Kightley behind her for a good six or seven laps in the first heat. Excellent defensive driving Florrie, good clean lines, and the other guys have to really work hard to get past (and that’s if they can manage it!). Florrie took 6th place  overall.

Completing the TKT results were:

· Stuart Wood (7th)

· Bethan Rainford (8th)

· Jacob McClellan (9th)

· Calum Murie (10th)

· Nicki Murie (15th)

Class 15

…and finally on the results front we have Matthew Wood. I think it is fair to say that it wasn’t a good weekend under the Wood awning (from a racing point of view). Matthew had a few incidents in his superfast Rotax (and his competitors didn’t help him with the odd nudge or two into the gravel traps) with the end result that he (undeservedly) propped up the final results table – better luck next time, matey!

THANKYOUs

Thank you s this week go to:

· Ian Woodward for taking the petrol, and an extra kart;

· Bruce Lister and Mark Walsh for towing the trailer;

· Wendy and Mick McLaughlin for taking the awning;

· Jane Percival and Polly Booker for organising the grid (Mr Wallace you were missed!)

Question – how long does it take to scrutineer the average kart?

Good question – but if you were longer than 2 minutes at Rowrah, you were very unlucky!

AND WHILE THE KIDS WERE ENJOYING THEMSELVES, WHAT WERE THE ADULTS UP TO…?
Well, I’m not at liberty to say, on this occasion…but

….was the Stig trying to get over a day at the track by setting fire to the whole place….

…in all seriousness kids…if an adult decides to empty the barbeque in a safe place to prevent the wind blowing it over, it really isn’t a good move to put a discarded car battery on top of the red hot coals (but it was quite entertaining watching him run with the water to cool it down!)

And finally we reach a new element for the race report….. DEAR KART DOCTOR

DEAR KART DOCTOR

I have recently been racing at a circuit that is quite often enveloped in rain and fog. Can you recommend some gizmo that could keep the mist away?

KART DOCTOR SAYS:

……I only deal in karts, not weather systems (that takes an altogether more powerful being!). The only thing that I can suggest is that you invest in some windscreen wipers, and a set of fog lights…..on second thoughts, if you try that you might as well give rallying a go!

And so to GYG – where the sheep are nervous and not for the usual reasons….can’t wait!!!

Question - Will Tricky Percy finally get a weather forecast right (now we know where Ulrika / Chris gets his meteorlogical skills from! Come with us and find out!

Thanks for reading 

Murray Mint and Martin (Very) Grumble

